Formalism 
By Gilles Deleuze 


I. Series and Sartre: Writing Styles and French Philosophy between Hegel and Marx 


I want to introduce you to French philosophy. It is not only the Althusser and Lacan school of 
formalism, it is equally one that commenced with Being and Nothingness in the post-war years, and 
then proceeded, that project to Critique of Dialectical Reason, read most by the Indian philosopher, 
Shomit Sirohi. He interprets as a writing style, with its organicity and dialectical and historical 
methodology and tropes of collectives and series the queue. This interpretation of philosophy as 
writing or style of expression, including say a statement like - “I’ll take the underground.” - coming in 
the middle of the philosophical exercise of illuminating a fused group in some high and arcane 
rumination on its irrelevance or eventual practico-inerte, is then made in writing style to be an 
argument on actually the juxtaposition between series, public opinion and its massification into a 
fused group which is interpreted to mean anything from a political demonstration he is elaborating in 
writing style as French radicalism or even earlier as French 19th century working class organisation 
in sociological format, all of this is writing and style. 


Sartre writes in a style I will call - tropes and classification. 
II. Orders and Things - French Philosophy in Michel Foucault again as Writing Style 


Michel Foucault did nothing except a clause on a micro-politics on freedom, but in more considerate 
form a structuralism of indices of language, space and its consequences, which translates to a new 
form of anti-philosophy, in the direction of accounting for structures. He meant there must be an 
episteme in which to classify linguistic and genealogical exercises of historical materialism as an 
analytic of power and knowledge structures. Sirohi again reads him as writing style, and orders a 
whole new sequence of philosophy and a new style he calls anti-philosophy as progressive, and higher 
than philosophy, which in Michel Foucault is writing style I will call pure blue ink. It means: 


I am in a dispositif in a prison which is everything including a paper I write in and produce a body of 
knowledge to create an axis which I will call pen and paper writing, by which all that proceeds forms 
a Prison Reform Organisation, which I then am a militant in. All information is produced and reforms 
are made. Beyond this praxis, I will also go to the frontline to protest with students, the cause of 
working class knowledge and practices. I claim this agency is then a network of events which all 
coalesce into a dense network of writings, I classify as order, measure and its analytic. 


Ill. Dialectical Trope from Sirohi 


All these writing styles then become dialectical tropes - All I want is to remain with you, where I was. 


